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These words of appreciation can be spoken even in the face of the 
fact that the Textus Receptus is used. And this by authors who compare 
in all seriousness the two Lukan editions of Blass ! S. M. 



An Introduction to the Old Testament in Greek. By Henry Bar- 
clay Swete, D.D. With an Appendix containing the Letter 
of Aristeas, edited by H. St. J. Thackeray, M.A. Cam- 
bridge : The University Press, 1900. #2.50, net. 

Since the time of its announcement Professor Swete's Introduction 
has been awaited with the keenest anticipation. It was felt on all 
sides that the editor of the Cambridge Septuagint united to a peculiar 
degree the qualifications required in the author of an introduction to 
it. The breadth and length of his labors on that edition have given 
him not only a familiarity with the literature, ancient and modern, 
dealing with the Septuagint, but also a first-hand knowledge of many 
of its problems and the materials available for their solution equaled 
perhaps by that of no other man. It would thus be much to say that 
the expectations formed as to this book have been realized. It would, 
indeed, be difficult to say more. But that can truthfully be said, and, 
while every reader may find statements with which to disagree, on the 
whole Professor Swete has furnished students of the Septuagint with 
an introduction worthy to stand beside the Cambridge manual edi- 
tion, with which his name is associated. 

Students of the Septuagint may have expected particular topics to 
have been treated with more detail, but they can hardly have expected 
an introduction to have had a more encyclopaedic scope than this. 
The book is divided into three parts. The first relates the history of 
the Greek Old Testament and its transmission, the second deals with 
the contents of the Septuagint, and the third with the literary use, 
value, and textual condition of the Septuagint and the other versions. 
To these is added an appendix by Mr. H. St. John Thackeray on the 
letter of Pseudo-Aristeas, with the Greek text ; and indexes of refer- 
ences and subjects complete the book. The first part includes discus- 
sions of the other Greek versions, the Hexapla, and the versions based 
on the Septuagint ; Old Latin, Egyptian, Ethiopic, Syriac, Gothic, 
Armenian, Georgian, Slavonic. The author's list of fragments of 
Aquila might now be supplemented with the fragment Gen. 1:1-4 pub- 
lished by Messrs. Grenfell and Hunt in their Amherst Papyri. In this, as 
in every part of the book, the author never dismisses a topic without 
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appending to his treatment of it representative and sometimes 
exhaustive bibliographical lists. The usefulness of the book is thus 
indefinitely increased, and the way opened to further study of particu- 
lar matters and the formation of an independent judgment upon them. 
A further feature indicative of the thoroughly scientific and even tech- 
nical spirit in which the work is conceived appears in the lists and 
descriptions of manuscript witnesses and editions, lists of character- 
istic words, of passages quoted, of the stichometry of the various 
books, until one awakes to the conviction that a great storehouse of 
important and authentic information as to the Septuagint is here at 
length put into our hands, with all its contents carefully sifted and 
conveniently arranged. If the delay in the appearance of this volume 
has contributed to this comprehensiveness and convenience, one cannot 
wish it had appeared a day earlier. 

With the completion of the Cambridge manual edition and of 
Hatch and Redpath's Concordance, and with the appearance of Pro- 
fessor Swete's admirable Introduction, we may well believe ourselves at 
the beginning of a new epoch in Septuagint study; and in making 
that epoch this book will play a most useful part. 

Edgar J. Goodspeed. 



A Study of Social Morality. By W. A. Watt. Edinburgh : 
T. & T. Clark ; New York : Imported by Charles Scribner's 
Sons, 1901. $2. 

The study of sociology has forced the recent ethical writers to 
revise their conceptions of social ethics, and has helped them to clear- 
ness and grasp of concrete reality. The present volume considers the 
moral qualities which are involved in the conduct of associated life 
and the demand of community organization. The chapter on casuistry 
offers evidence that Protestantism will be obliged to reopen the dis- 
cussion of a method of practical and helpful guidance. Since the ser- 
mon has come into competition with books and newspapers, and has 
been shortened to a few paragraphs, the amount of moral instruction 
possible is much diminished, while reading and teaching are assuming 
a. wider place in character-making. 

The author states with distinctness the truth that vague and abstract 
"principles" do not furnish adequate direction for life ; that all the 
facts of a situation must be known in order to define a duty ; that the 
facts of associated life are more complex than formerly ; and therefore 



